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Scientific Paper Information

Event : Academic Study Day: Values-Based Educational Discourse amid Contemporary Transformations: Guiding
Principles and Approaches to Evaluation

Date : 4 Rajab 1446 AH, corresponding to 4 January 2025

Venue : Tangier, Kingdom of Morocco

Paper Title : Reference Cognitive Maps as a Methodological Tool for Values Assessment.

DOI : https://doi.org/10.64811/RUBA.ARE.25.1.02

Researcher Information

Researcher: Said Ezzahri

Affiliation: Abdelmalek Essaadi University - Ecole Normale Supérieure, Tétouan
Email: ezzahrisaid@yahoo.fr

) ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4920-0105

Abstract

Dr. Said Ezzahri study highlights the potential of reference cognitive maps as a methodological tool for values
assessment. It proceeds from the premise that sound cognitive construction constitutes a fundamental prerequisite for
acquiring values and embodying them behaviorally and affectively. The study further explains that what may appear to
be a conflict between values is, to a considerable extent, associated with differences in concepts and representations.
Accordingly, values education requires diagnosing the learner’s cognitive structure and comparing it with a reference
cognitive map that serves as an organized scientific benchmark.

The study identifies the components of values across their cognitive, behavioral, and affective dimensions, and then
presents the structure of a concept as consisting of its name, logical core, and associative field. It also explains methods
for constructing reference cognitive maps on the basis of authoritative scholarly sources, as well as procedures for eliciting
learners’ representations, or mental maps, through a range of techniques, including free word association, association
matrices, and explanatory questionnaires.

The study concludes that such maps make it possible to identify central and absent concepts, assess the strength
or disruption of conceptual links, and detect learning difficulties. They can also be effectively employed in diagnostic,
formative, and summative assessment, thereby enabling teachers to correct misconceptions and develop a coherent
conceptual network that guides understanding, behavior, and affective engagement, while supporting both educational
research and classroom practice. The study emphasizes that the quality of assessment should not be measured by the
quantity of information acquired, but rather by the way such information is organized and by the semantic relationships
established among its components.

Keywords

Values Assessment - Reference Cognitive Maps - Values Education - Concept Formation - Educational Assessment

Paper Type Date Received Date Revised Date Published
Research Paper 2024/10/12 2025/12/29 2026/08/22
Recommended Citation:

Ezzahri, Said. 2026. “Reference Cognitive Maps as a Methodological Tool for Values Assessment.” In Proceedings of the
Academic Study Day: Values-Based Educational Discourse amid Contemporary Transformations: Guiding Principles and
Approaches to Evaluation, edited by Abdeljalil El Bakouri, 48-72. Kingdom of Morocco: RUBA Center for Studies, Research,
and Educational Training. https://doi.org/10.64811/RUBA.ARE.25.1.02
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1- Hiroshi Thara, “A Cold of the Soul: A Japanese Case of Disease Mongering in Psychiatry,” International
Journal of Risk & Safety in Medicine, vol. 24, no. 2, 2012, pp. 115-120, https://doi.org/10.3233/JRS-2012-0560 .

2- Anne Georget (dir.), Branding Iiness, documentary film, 52 min., Icarus Films, 2011
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